
Greetings Brethren: 

I truly hope that everyone has enjoyed a safe and restful summer and is eagerly awaiting a return to 

lodge as we resume our Labours, commensurate with Labour Day.  The lodges of Toronto East District 

have many activities planned for this month, so I encourage you to polish off your working tools and 

prepare yourselves for a busy and fulfilling month of Masonry to come. 

Firstly, we congratulate the members of our Senior Wardens Group, The Guardians, led by their 

President, Bro. Mark Ingram and assisted by members of The Chapiters Junior Wardens Group, for 

organizing a very successful District Corn Roast at Wind Reach Farm.  This event was well planned, well 

executed and well attended by our brethren and their families.  Thanks to their hard work, leadership 

and generosity, it allowed us to come together in a relaxed and fun setting and enjoy many of the things 

we as Masons value: family, fraternity, charity, labour and refreshment. 

The Guardians have proven themselves a strong and united group and I'm excited they will begin 

progressing to the East this month, as four of our lodges hold their Installations.   Please check the new 

District Trestle Board, posted at www.torontoeastdistrict.com and endeavour to attend as many of 

these meetings as you can.  Let's come together and show our support for those brethren who have 

stepped up to the challenges and rewards of leadership in the Craft. 

Also in recognition of leadership and service, West Hill Lodge will be welcoming the Grand Master home 

to his District on September 3, when R.W. Bro. Robert Johnston will be presented with the very 

prestigious Grand Master's Meritorious Service Medal.  Please join us in celebrating this tremendous 

honour that will draw visitors from throughout our jurisdiction. 

This month two of our lodge will host receptions, including one planned by Scarborough Lodge, to 

honour V.W. Bro. Steve Jackman, Grand Superintendent of Works and one at Birch Cliff Lodge for yours 

truly.  This presents a wonderful opportunity to reunite in a social setting and I hope you will consider 

attending. 

On a sad note, this summer we lost two of our brethren from Riverdale-John Ross Robertson Lodge in 

the persons of W. Bro. Fred Mears, Sr. and Bro. Nick Marangos.  Both of these brethren served the Craft 

with distinction and had sons and even a grandson follow in their footsteps in joining the lodge.  They 

were an inspiration to young Masons and their memories we will cherish. 

I'm pleased to announce that the 2014-2015 Toronto East District Charity project is the Masonic 

Foundation of Ontario's 50th Anniversary Project, supporting local prostate cancer research initiatives.  

As this project coincides with the Grand Master's charity and marks 50 years of structured Masonic 

Charity in Ontario, it is incumbent upon us as Toronto East District Masons to take a leadership role 

within our Grand Jurisdiction, in raising awareness and assisting in finding a cure for this disease which 

afflicts many men our age.   

In preparing for our upcoming labours, we are very fortunate to have been selected this year to host the 

Lodge of Instruction team from Grand Lodge, on Thursday, September 25 at Doric Pickering Masonic 

Hall.  This team, assembled under the direction of The Custodian of the Work, M.W. Bro. D. Garry 

Dowling, is a highly skilled group of Masons that travels the Province and instructs the brethren in the 

proper conduct of the Work.  I strongly encourage each of us to plan on attending this special night of 

Masonic learning and seize this unique opportunity to refine your understanding of the Work.  I am 



particularly hopeful that all brethren assuming an office in lodge this year will make every effort to 

attend.  You will not regret this very valuable learning opportunity. 

Finally brethren, as we commence our Labours in September, let us once again unite as lodges and as a 

District.  While the plans for the coming year will be discussed in greater detail at our upcoming District 

meeting on September 20, for now I want to encourage each of us to focus on making lodge an 

enjoyable experience for all.  Our younger members should feel encouraged and welcomed to step 

forward and offer up their unique skill sets and perspectives in taking on new responsibilities in lodge.  I 

encourage our more experienced members to once again take on leadership and mentorship roles in 

offering themselves as mentors and leaders within our lodges.  Together let's foster a supportive and 

welcoming atmosphere of learning, accomplishment and fraternity.  Let's plan events that encourage us 

to get to know one another and also involve our families, friends and the community wherever possible. 

Lastly, let's travel, visit and participate with one another, so as to rekindle the fraternal spirit that made 

lodge a fun place to go when we first joined the Craft and will continue to perpetuate our Masonic ideals 

and the future of our lodges for years to come. 

Brethren, it's time to get back to work.  I look forward to working together with you throughout the 

coming year. 

 

Sincerely and Fraternally Yours, 

R.W. Bro. Peter J. Sialtsis 

District Deputy Grand Master 

Toronto East District 

 


